supereminentand Bailey explains the expression of transcendentals as signifying the " universal conceptions of things." Let us now hear in what sense our author uses the term. " Transcendental Anatomy," he says, " is that branch of physical science, which treats of the mode in which animal bodies are developed, and of the successive changes or phases that they undergo during this process ; and which at the same time points out the various analogies that may be traced between these changes in the embryos of the higher animals, and the permanent forms or structures of those that are lower in the Zoological scale."
The field of enquiry thus embraced is a very wide one; for it comprehends not only the perfect and mature organisms of the various orders of animal beings, but also these organisms in the different stages of their evolution and growth?from the period of conception to that of their complete development. The phenomena, therefore, of which it treats, naturally resolve themselves into two great groupes ; viz., on the one hand, the transitory forms which the organisms in the higher animals exhibit during their development; and, on the other, the permanent forms of these organisms in the lower animals. As we follow out this curious subject of enquiry, we shall find that there is good reason to believe that the primitive condition of all animal structures is very nearly, if not altogether, the same ; and that the chief differences, which they afterwards display, may be traced to the operation of a few simple laws that we shall endeavour in the following pages to point out and explain.
From this brief statement, it will be obvious that the phrase, Transcendental Anatomy, has a meaning not very different from that of Formative or Embryological Anatomy; using the latter expression in its largest and most comprehensive sense,?to denote the study of the evolutionary formation of the different organisms or structures in all animals, and of the various analogies and resemblances that exist between them. Need we add that the study is one of the very highest philosophical interest, and that it therefore behoves every medical man, who has the dignity of his profession at heart, to make himself acquainted with its general bearings and best established phenomena ? The 
